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M. Thiers in October, ' Europe was not to be found,' the
discovery of this factor ar any of the neutral courts, and
even in America, by the road of republican sympathies,
might nevertheless be brought about through the slightest
impulse which one cabinet might give to the other, while
adopting as the basis of its initiative fishing questions on
the future of the European balance of power or the philan-
thropic hypocrisy by which the fortress of Paris was pro-
tected against serious siege. If in the course of the
months, and in view of the fluctuating prospects before
Paris, during the time which bore the label ' No news from
before Paris/ the hostile elements and the jealous dishon-
est friends, who were not wanting to us in any of the
Courts, had succeeded in bringing about an understanding
between the other Powers, or even between any two of them,
to address to us a warning or a question, ostensibly sug-
gested by philanthropic feelings, no one could know how
quickly a first movement of this kind might develop to a
collective and in the first instance diplomatic attitude of
the Neutrals. National Liberal parliamentarians wrote to
one another in August 1870 ' that every foreign mediation
for peace was to be unconditionally rejected/ but they did
not tell me how it was to be prevented except by the rapid
capture of Paris.

Count Beust has been solicitous in his endeavour to
show how * uprightly, even if unsuccessfully/ he laboured
to bring about a collective mediation of the Neutrals.1
He mentions that as early as September 28 he had given
instructions to the Austrian ambassador in London, and
on October 12 to the ambassador at St. Petersburg, to

1 Am drd Vicrtel-Jahrhunderten.    Stuttgart, 1887.    Part ii. pp. 361,
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